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Greetings 
This week, we highlight several events and activities to look 
forward to including the beginning of Columbia’s 50th 
anniversary celebration!  
 
Stay warm during this last blast of winter; spring officially 
begins on Monday, March 20. 
 

Upcoming Job Fairs 

Information Technology Recruitment:  
Meet with some of the area’s top firms seeking IT 
professionals on Wednesday, March 29 from 10:00 a.m. until 
1:00 p.m. at the Sheraton in Columbia Town Center. There will 
be several job opportunities available ranging from entry level 
positions to management. If you 
are interested, please register 
online. For more information or 
assistance, contact Lili M. Dendy at 
301-362-1054 or 
lmdendy@howardcountymd.gov.  
 
Young Adult Community Job and Resource Fair: 
Howard County Office of Workforce Development Youth 
Program is partnering with other community agencies to assist 
youth ages 16 - 24 years old to gain employment. This is also a 
great opportunity to learn more about community 
organizations, colleges and financial awareness. The fair will 
be held on Saturday, April 1 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 
Long Reach High School. If you’re interested, please register 
online. For more information, contact Jermira Sarrat at 410-
290-2623 or jesarratt@howardcountymd.gov.  

Community 

Community Engagement Meetings 
Howard County is in the very early states of reviewing and 
modernizing our development regulations. The first phase 
includes public input sessions and technical analysis to 
evaluate the zoning code, as well as regulations, policies and 
manuals, related to land development. 
 
Three meetings are scheduled; attend the one most convenient 
to you. The County Executive will introduce the project and 
make announcements at the first meeting at Howard 
Community College. Here are the dates and locations for the 
three meetings:  
 
Central County 
Tuesday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m.  
Health Sciences Building, first floor, Howard Community 
College 
 
East County 
Wednesday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
North Laurel Community Center 
9411 Whiskey Bottom Road, Laurel 
 
West County 
Thursday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m.  
Gary J. Arthur Community Center 
2400 State Route 97, Cooksville  
 
For more information, email knorman@howardcountymd.gov 
or call 410-313-2350.  

 COLUMBIA DIALOGUES….2 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/information-technology-recruitment-3-29-17-tickets-30269936194
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/information-technology-recruitment-3-29-17-tickets-30269936194
mailto:lmdendy@howardcountymd.gov
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-young-adult-community-job-resource-fair-tickets-29512702287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-young-adult-community-job-resource-fair-tickets-29512702287
mailto:jesarratt@howardcountymd.gov
mailto:knorman@howardcountymd.gov


Columbia Dialogues 
Interested in fostering a more inclusive Columbia? Want to 
find common ground and learn from community members 
who are different from you?  
 
Become a participant in facilitated, 
small group discussions on the 
intersections of race, class and 
culture. The goal of Columbia 
Dialogues is to create a personal and 
collective commitment among participants to help make the 
community more inclusive. Each group will reflect the diversity 
of our community so that we can learn from each other.  
 
If interested, you may learn more on how you can participate 
online. The deadline to apply is Tuesday, March 28. Sessions 
will begin this spring. If interest exceeds capacity, CA may hold 
additional sessions in the future and/or work with other 
organizations to sponsor similar sessions.  
 

Natural Dye Workshop 
The Maryland Science Center is hosting a Natural Dye 
Workshop demonstrated by Wac and Wane Fiber on Saturday, 
March 25 from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. For those who are 
ages 10 and older, experience the joy of cochineal red dye, 
which is sensitive to pH changes and can range from lemony 
oranges to succulent purple. This dye allows for a lot of surface 
design fun. 
 
In this workshop participants will learn about the history 
of cochineal dyeing and explore different ways of creating 
patterns on textiles through the dyeing process. Each 
participant will receive fabric samples to dye. Gloves will be 
provided, but participants are encouraged to wear old clothing 
as the dye can stain. For more information and to register, visit 
the Maryland Science Center’s website. 
 

Time for Three Concert 
On Friday, March 31 at 8:00 p.m., experience the innovative, 
category-shattering trio (two violins and a 
double bass). Journey to the Smith Theatre at 
Howard Community College to see this trio 
whose debut recording spent seven 
consecutive weeks in the Top 10 of Billboard’s 
Classical Crossover Chart. Their unique, high 
energy performances combine an eclectic mix 
of classical, pop, country, gypsy and jazz 
idioms. Tickets are $35 for adults and $12 for students.  
 
There will be a pre-April Fools’ reception at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Rouse Gallery with a selection of craft brews courtesy of 
Manor Hill Brewing Company and sliders from Whole Foods. 
This fundraiser will directly support Candlelight Concert 
Society’s 2016-2017 campaign. For more information and to 
listen to an example of their performance, visit the Candlelight 
Concert’s web page.  

Spending Affordability Advisory Committee 
Annual Report 

The Howard County Spending Affordability Advisory 
Committee, which evaluates future county revenues and other 
financial indicators, has issued its report for fiscal years 2018-
2022.  The report indicates that the County will face significant 
challenges without additional revenue sources or adjustments 
to projected expenses, county services and capital 
improvement needs will outpace revenue growth, making 
current spending patterns unsustainable.  To view the report, 
click here. 
 

Free Wellness Screening 
Howard County General Hospital offers free special events and 
screenings on general wellness, anxiety and eye and skin 
health.   The first event will take place on Wednesday, March 

29, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. This Wellness 
Screening will measure blood glucose 
levels, blood pressure, prediabetes 
and weight risks as well as provide 
information about healthy lifestyle 
choices and referrals to self-

management classes to improve health.  Spaces are limited; 
reserve your screening appointment online today. 
 

New Howard County Arts Council Exhibits 
Howard County Arts Council  is premiering  two new exhibits 
this month.  Gallery I features Imagining Home: Creating 
Community, the 2017 Youth Art Month presentation.  View 
hundreds of works by HCPSS students in grades K-12, selected 
from Howard County Public School art classes countywide. 
  
In Gallery Two, in partnership with Howard County Recreation 
and Parks’ Department of Therapeutic Recreation and 
Inclusion Services, the exhibit No Boundaries showcases work 
by artists with developmental disabilities.  This colorful and 
playful work was created in the Exploring Art and Focus on Art 
programs offered by the Department of Therapeutic 
Recreation and Inclusion Services. In these programs, youth 
and adults with developmental disabilities have the 
opportunity to explore a variety of media, styles, and methods 
of creating art.   
 
Both exhibits will be open until April 21, 2017. A free public 
reception takes place on Friday, March 31, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  To 
learn more about HCAC programs and exhibits, visit 
hocoarts.org.  
 

Free Wildflower Seeds Project 
Honey Nut Cheerios has pledged to give away 100 million 
wildflower seeds in order to help bring back our bee 
population. Bees around the world are dying at an alarming 
rate. It’s up to us to help out these crucial pollinators by 
reestablishing an environment in which they may thrive. If you 
are interested in receiving free seeds to plant in your backyard, 
all you have to do is fill out a quick form on Cheerios’ website.  
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Mary Kay Sigaty 

mksigaty@howardcountymd.gov 
Twitter: @MaryKaySigaty 

Facebook: facebook.com/MaryKaySigaty 

Howard County Council 

3430 Courthouse Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 

(410) 313-2001 

Upcoming Events 

Bach & Beethoven (Feat. Trio Volo and the St. Louis Choirs) 
Saturday, March 18 7:30 p.m. 
St. Louis Church 
12500 Clarksville Pike, Clarksville  
There will be a pre-concert reception starting at 6:30 p.m. with 
a short lecture at 7:00 by marc Bryan Lilley. The event is free, 
however, it is recommended that you RSVP online.  
 
Columbia Cleanup Day 
Saturday, March 25 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Various Locations 
Keep our community beautiful by participating in the 8th 
annual Columbia Cleanup Day. Volunteers will simultaneously 
pick up litter in open space locations in all 10 villages. For more 
information on meeting locations and cleanup areas, please 
visit the Columbia Association’s website. 
 
Soup'r Sundae  
Sunday, April 2 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Wilde Lake High School 
Come out to support Grassroots Crisis Center at the ninth 
annual Soup‘r Sundae, a family event featuring soups prepared 
by area restaurants. Admission is $20 per adult and $5 per 
child under 12 and includes unlimited soup and bread and ice 
cream. Purchase your tickets online.  
 
Preparing to Launch! 
Thursday, March 23 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
Bain Center 
5470 Ruth Keeton Way, Columbia 
Parents and Teens are invited to join an investigator from The 
Howard County Office of Consumer Protection to learn about  
how to become a victim of scams and identity theft, how to 
use credit and debit cards, and many more life lessons. To 
register, visit the Family Institute’s web page.  

 
 
 
 
 
The celebration of Columbia’s 50th birthday begins this 
Sunday, March 19, at 11:00 a.m. at the outdoor courtyard in 
the Mall!  During the 27-weeks of celebration, we are honoring 
Columbia's history, applauding the city it has become, and 
envisioning the future it holds for our community. 
 
The Celebration Begins! 
Sunday, March 19 11:00 a.m. 
Come out to celebrate at the opening ceremony at the outdoor 
courtyard between Maggiano’s and Season 52 and then after 
walk through the mall for entertainment and activities for all 
ages. 
 
Gail Holliday Wilde Lake Exhibit 
Monday, March 20—Saturday, May 6 
Visit Slayton House in Wilde Lake and wander through the 
exhibit displaying historic posters created by Gail Holliday.  
 
Bright Minds Foundation’s “Strutting with the Staff” 
Wednesday, March 22 7:00—9:00 p.m. 
Grab your dance partner and come on down to the Jim Rouse 
Theater for this dance contest supporting  the Bright Minds 
Foundation.  
 
Paddling Maryland and Washington, D.C. 
Thursday, March 23 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
Arrive at the Central Library for a guide to the area’s greatest 
paddling adventures with author Jeff Lowman.  
 
Howard County Conservancy Storytelling Event 
Friday, March 24 2:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m.  
Join twelve storytellers from Howard County at the Owen 
Brown Interfaith Center and listen to their personal stories 
reflecting on their experiences living in this vibrant community. 
Make sure to register ahead of time as space is limited.  
 
Celebration of the Arts and Rising Star Competition  
Saturday, March 25 
Join the Howard County Arts Council  in the Smith and Studio 
Theatres for a special 20th anniversary presentation of the 
annual Rising Star Competition featuring previous winners 
performing for the chance to reclaim the Rising Star title.  
 
Spring Walk & Photo Expo: “50,000 Daffodils in Bloom” 
Sunday, March 26 
Walk through Downtown Columbia with Ned Tillman and 
experience the beauty of our environment.  
 
Be sure to visit Columbia 50th’s website for a list of upcoming 
events and activities.  

Interested in receiving a mobile 
device friendly version of the 

District 4 newsletter? 
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